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by them. 


Standing in the Church. And, 


Execute them to this s Day.” 


*. "Reconnende pope to be > Put in into the « Hand *7 the = ii 3 


4 by Re- 8 by Tho. Fleet, and are to be coll ; 


II alp in Briſtol, Mr. Jean in Stratford, and 
*n moſt other Towns within the ke mers off: 
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by Benjamin Eliot in Boſton, Daniel Aurault in 
Newport, Gabriel Bernon in Providence, Mr. f 
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Was adviſed by ſome pious Perſons; 
who defire Peace and Union among ſt 
_ Chriſtians, to re-print this Diſ- 


courſe, in hopes of its ; good Effect 


vn all impartial Readers. 


The Arguments being wholly 8 criptu- 
ral, are not only convincing, but maua- 


ged with ſo much Charity, that few 


ooks of Controverſy in Religion can 


expect a better Reception. 


Oo * 
2 * 


Upon a ſerious peruſal of this Piece, 
at will appear clear and evident, That 
whoſoever juſtly ſuſtains the Character 


5 Miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


ath, beſides his Internal Qualifications, 


an External Viſible Commiſſion delivers 


ed to him, by thoſe who have Power 
aud Aut hority to grant it: From whence 
theſe Inferences 4 naturally flow. 4 | 
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Firſt, That the Miniſters of the Church 


of England, who freely own that the 
Power of Ordinations was firſt veſted in 


the Apoſtles, and from them, through 
ail Ages ſince, in a ſucceſſion of Biſhops, 


from whence they derive their own Or- 
 dinations, are to be acknowledged true 


Miniſters of the Goſpe. 
Secondly, That it is a daring Of- 


fence to intrude into the ſacred Function, 
without a regular deſignation to the Ex- 
erciſe of it. See Numb. 16. 40. 2 Sam. 


6. 6, 7. 2 Chron. 26. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
"Thirdly, That People ought to en- 


| eleauour after all the Aſſurance they can 
attain to, that they have the Means of 


Grace in the Word and Sacraments, 


duly. adminiſtred and diſpenſed unto 
them, by Perſons fully authorized for 
_ thoſe holy Offices. For fince the Prieſts 
Lips are to preſerve Knowledge, the 


People ought to be ſatisfied that they 
are really ſuch, at whoſe Mouth they 
Sex The Law, Ae 


| Fourthly , That it i a very criminal 


Preſumption, and an unſulferalle Inſo- 


lence 
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to the Reader.” wn, ; 


l in ſome, to value their 0065 at 
| 7 high a rate, as to think themſelves 


15 the. virtue of them, entituled to the 


A Miniſterial Office, without being admit 
ted by the Impoſition of the Hands of 


9 thoſe, whom Chriſt has ordered to n 


7 fide over the affairs of bis Church. 


Pifthly, That fince there is no ap- 
proaching before God's Altar, without 

. the appointed Rites of Conſecration, nor 
any medling with his Inſtitutions with- 
out his Order and Command; Thoſe in- 
waders of the ſacred Services, cannot be 

ſaid to be the Ambaſſadors of God, 
or accounted the Stewards of the Myſ: 
teries of Chriſt, who preſume to touch 


: thoſe holy 7. bings, with their unhallow- 
ed Hands, and like Saul, would ſacri- 
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Ice without a Call, 1 Sam. 13.9, 10 
II, I2, 13, 14. For thoſe who offer 
ſtrange Fire before the Lord, heir 


Incence muſt be an Abomination 0 
him, Levit. 10. 12. 


_ Laſtly, 7 ha we can by no meard 
| queſtion our Saviour s Gifts. and Abili- 
ties, yet he did not enter upon bis 
M tviſtry, a he was ſolemuly inaugu- 

VV rated 


: 11 — "The Publithes - 


rated into that Office ; ; for he glorifed © 
not himſelf to be made an High Prieſt, 
but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art 
my Son, which was ſaid anto him at 
- bis Baptiſm, Luke 3. 22. So when he 
was about to leave the World, he Com- 
' miſſioned others to go upon the great 
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Embaſſy of Reconciliation, to trauſaft © 


zn his Name, aud proclaim and ſeal his 


Pardons, faxing, As my Father ſent 


me, ſo ſend I you: Whereupon he 
immediately gave them the power of 


Cenſures and 2 John 20. 22, 
9, 20. Aud they 


23. Matth. 28. 
alſa before their 025 imparted their 
Power to others, by Impoft tron of Hands. 
| 2 hus the Apoſtles ordained ſeven Dea- 
| Cons, Act. 6. 5, 6. among other Servi- 
ces, to Preach and to Baptize, in the 


| Exerciſe of which Offices we find St. 


Philip, one of them, diligently employ- 


75 Acts 8. 1. &c. Thus Paul and 


rnabas ordained Elders in every 
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Church, Acts 14. 23. And thus St. . 


Paul, who had ordained Timothy and 
Titus, appointed Titus to ordain El- 
ers in every City in Crete, Tit. 1. 5. 


And that theſe Mere feet ſhould cou- 


trnue 


tuue' in a regular Miniſtry to the end 


; of the World, is undeniable from Math. 
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6. 18. aud Chap. 28. 19, 20. and Eph. 
4. II, 12, 13. And finally, that there 


was a preheminence of Juriſdiction and 
Authority in ſome of theſe Church-Ofi- 
ces over others, is plainly proved in 
this Treatiſe, in the Apoſtolical Dignity 
(to which the Epiſcopal muſi needs ſuc- 


ceed) over the ſeventy, and the Dea- 
cons; and St. Paul's Epiſtles to Timo- 
thy and Titus, where we find many 


marks of the Power of thoſe Biſhops 


over their inferiour Presbyters, as. to 


Ordain them, or upon occaſion to promote 


them to a higher Order, to Judge and 
Ceuſure them, and if the caſe required, 
to proceed to Depoſition. This is the 


Standing Miniſtry that the Church of 
England. claims 4 Part and Lot in: 
This is the Nature and true Notion of a 


Goſpel Miniſtry, as we find it founded 


by our Saviour and his Apoſtles. 
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Modeſt Proof 
"OT TRE 
| Order and Government 


Settled by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
„„ IN THE. 


CHURCH 


EY deſign. is at preſent, to 
repreſent to the World, what 
was the primitive Model, or 

Form of Church- Govern- 


ment; what was ſettPd by our Saviour, 


and his Apoſtles, in this point; and that 


from what is recorded of the matter in 


the Books of the New-Teſtament: This 
is evident from the Title-page ; and the 


end of this undertaking is in order to let 
all Parties contending for various Forms 
ſee whieh is really the right one, with 


which it they compare their own, Jo | 


0 
may be enabl'd to continue it or reject it 
as it agrees with, or deviates from the 
.. 
Now the Church however harraſſed 


Doctrine and Diſcipline ; yet heard little or 


Aaerins ſtarted a debate, but had ſo few to 


and diſquieted, with a great variety of 1 
Diſputes and Debates, about points of 'Y 


I no noiſe made, for above 1400 Years, a- 
1 bout th point of Church- Government. One 


ſecond him that it died with himſelf, and 
ll. left his name on record among Heretic s. 1 
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dla but mutter the leaſt Diſſen: 


and Diverſion to the Common Enemies. 


derable part o 
ment, and vindicated it from the Uſurpa- 

Others (upon what conſiderations I ſhall 4. Cap. 10, 
modeſt kind proteſtation, that theſe their 


different Meaſures, ſhou d be no Ground line varia 
ef breach between them, and other Re- ten. 
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Thus lay the Church for ſome Ages; 


groaning under this Anti-chriſtian Uſurpa 
tion, ſtruggling and wreſtling even unto 


Blood and Martyrdom, to recover its 
primitive Purity and Liberty. It pleaſed 
the Lord at length, to deliver it in part, 


and to retrieve its Doctrine, Worſbip, Dif 
cipline and Government, by a longwiſh'd 
for Reformation: A Reformation which 


had been much more happy and compleat, 
had not the Adverſary fcattered his Tares 


among the good Seed which ſprung up 
in Briars and Thorns: Had not fomg 
Doctrines and Cuſtoms, maintained by 
one part of the Reformed Church, and 


rejected by an other, occaſioned hot dif- 
putes, which gave no leſs diſturbance to 
the Church, than they yielded Pleaſure 


Among other differences this was one 


— — — 


that while the greateſt and moſt conſi - gg 
1 f 5 


he Reformed Church, 


retained the Ancient Order and Govern» 
tions and Encroachments of the Papacy, C41 x aſt. 


not enquire) were pleaſed ro ſet up 3: 32. nz ecc(le 


new Form and Model of Policy, with a *cc!efiam ct 
temnat oh & 


terug diſci. 


formed 


4, 9 ala 
formed Churches: But this did not prevent 
Diſputes upon that Head, and every _ 

Church defending its own Model, as 
moſt agreeable to the firſt Inſtitution, the 
debate came to that height, as to occaſt- 
on a ſad Rupture and Schiſm; a Schiſm 
which has produc'd no where more wo- 
ful effects, than in theſe three Kingdoms: 
What Alienation of Minds among profeſ- 
ſors of the ſame Reformed Religion, what 
Confuſions and barbarous Cruelties, what 
Convulfrons and Revolutions in Church 
and State, what publick and private Miſ- | 
chiefs, have ſprung from this Root of 
Bitterneſs, the Hiſtories of the paſt Age, 
give a very ſad and lamentable Account: is 
And above all, the malignant Influence 
it hath had on Religion, to obſtruct the A 
Life and Practice of true Chriſtianity, 10 
cannot be ſufficiently regretted, ET t 
I doubt not but the Common Enemy, and 
they whofe trade it is to fiſh in muddy © {| 
Waters, have been very active to blow tbs 
Coal; but that which hath ſometimes L--- 
made this Debate break forth in Veſuvian 
Flames, and be diſputed with Fire and 
Sword, with Blood and Wounds, is, That 
it hath been incorporated into, and join- © 
ed with other Political Debates and State- 
differences; It were eaſie to demonſtrate | 
this, did not the evidence of it render it 
needleſs; that Political Intereſts and State= 
ge Dk OO difermes | 
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©” differences; have all along been interwoven . 
with this conteſt about Church-Govern- 
| 55 ment, and have ſuppor ted and maintained 
it: And perhaps at the Bottom, tis none 
of the leaſt prejudices againſt Epiſcopacy, 
that they of that Perſwaſion have gene- 
rally aſſerted the juſt Rights and Preraga- 


tives of Princes, as the ſureſt Foundation 
of a Kingdoms Happineſs and Tranqui- 


ment hath been thought by ſome, more 


rit, that keeps this Debate ſo long alive; 


and there is little hopes it will die, till 


Chriſtians be more animated with the t C. 3. 34; 

true Spirit and Temper of the Goſpel. - 
I am ſenſible there have been many Vo- 

lumes which have appear'd in the World 

upon this Argument, which may ſeem, 

or be expected to have exhauſted the 

Subject on both ſides; and this may be a 

prejudice againſt my preſent undertax- 

ing, as ſuperfluous: And the little good 


effe& thoſe Volumes have had, may make 


it be look'd upon as Preſumption in me 


to fancy that what I have to offer willda 


any good, where ſo little has been effected 
by choſe that have gone before me. But 


a 4 


lity ; and accordingly have maintained 
the Doctrines of Non-reſiſtance, and Paſſive 
Obedience, & c. whereas its Rival Govern= 


ſerviceable for Checking and Curbing 
the Power of Princes. Certain it is, there 
is too much of a Carnal and worldly Spi- 
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remember the Story of Spiridion; a fa 
mous Biſhop, for Piery, Hoſpitality and 
many Miracles, who, is ſaid, to have 
confounded, ft the Council of Nice, 4 
certain Philoſopher, who by the ſubtilty yx, 
of his Arguments againſt Chriſtianity, 
| ſought to imbaraſs the Biſhops. Spiridion 
| takes the Diſcourſe, and prays the Philo- 
i ſopher, in the Name of Chrift, to heat 
ll him; and fo goes on, repeating the Ar- ce 


ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, which, A! 
if when the Philoſopher heard, with great 
| Aſtoniſnment he faid ; So long as any rea- 
5 Joned with me, I oppoſed other Reaſons 5 hut 
= now when God ſpeaks to me, by the Mouth * 
| e that old Man, I am not able to anſwer, I ; 
find à ſecret force upon my Spirit, convincing 
mie and perſwading me. I ſhall with God's 
Aſliſtance, ow the Method of this 
Wl holy Man, in giving as plain and impar- - 
tial an Account of the Order and Govern- | ti 


ment inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles © 
in the Chriſtian Church, as I am able to ; 
collect from the ſacred Records of the 
New Teſtament, to which 1 purpoſe 
Cloſely to adhere. Poſſibly, what I offer 
may have as good effect upon fome of 
my Readers, as the good Biſhop's like 
Conduct upon another Occafion, had © 
with the Philoſopher : And a clear, and 
full View of the firſt ScripturalTnfticurion ® 
of Church Government ſet before our 
e RE Fyes, if 
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2 Beg " hay Hindie all Parties to fie Holt 
4 1 © clearly hich of the Forms now con“ 
e tended for and promoted, bid faireſt to 
3 Je true Copies of the Divine Original. 
Jo proceed the more Methodieally; 
„ I ſhall prod uce what I have to ſay upon 
» i great Subject, under theſe four Heads; 
1 


I. Firſt, 1 will ſhew what ſacred Ofc 
ces, were inſtituted by Chriſt and his 
3 Apoſtles, f in the Church. | 
II. Secondly, I will make it 2 err ; 
how theſe Offices were diftinguiſh'd, and 
-* demonſtrate an Imparity among chen. 
III. Thirdly, I will examine whether 
any of them were extraordinary and 
temporary, and prove that they were not, 
2 deſign 'd to be perpetual, and ſtands, 
ing in the Church. 6 
IV. Fourthly, ſuppoſing theſe Offices | 
to be ſtanding, I will ſhew who ſucceed 
in them, and rightly e execute them to chis 
day 03 7 
1. Eirft, then, 1 am to how what ſa- 
| ered Offices were inſtituted by Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles in the Church. 45 
When our bleſſed Lord appeared in his 
5 publick Miniſtry, in the beginning there- 
of he called many unto him, to be his 
ordinary Attendants, of whom, ſome had 
been trained up under Fobn's Miniſtry ; 
Theſe were in 2 peculiar — = 
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6, 37, 38. © Sheep having no Shepherd. Than 
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Diſciples; in diſtinction from the multi: 


tude of Proſelites, who were gained by 


= 


his preaching and Miracles; and he made 6 
_ uſe of the Miniftry of theſe his Diſciples, # 
in baptizing ſuch as were proſelited, as 
thoſe were baptiz'd, who were made 
Proſelites under the old Diſpenſation. The 
Eminent Prophets whom GOD. raiſed ußß 
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to his People, gathered a School or Sol- 


ledge of D iſciples, called, The Sons of the F 
Prophets, who were trained up under their 


Inſpe&ion and Diſcipline to the Prophe- 


tical Office: So it is to be conceiy'd of 
the Diſciples of Jobn the Baptiſt, and of 


our Lord, that they were as two Semina- 


ries wherein many were trained up, under 


the Diſcipline and Inſtruction of theſe 
two eminent Maſters as Candidates for the 


Soſpel Miniſtry: Our bleſſed Lord be- 
ing thus attended, with his Diſciples, Mat. 
9 . went about, in hi own Perſon, all the 
Cities and Villages, teaching in their 
© Synagogues, and preaching the Goſpel 
© of the Kingdom, and healing every 
** Sickneſs and every Diſeaſe among the 
People. And when he ſaw the Multi- 
© tudes come Flocking to him from all 


* quarters, he was moved with Compaſ- 
* fion on them, becauſe they fainted, 


(being iti like wearied with their long 


* Fournies) and were ſcattered abroad as 


* . — Date IORNER ee „ A 1 
tis de he to his Diſciples, the Harveſt truly 14 
F plenteous, but the Labourers are few, 
10 1 pray ye the Lord of the Harveſt, that 
he ſend forth Labourers to his Harveſt. | 
pon this St. Mark tells us, e He goeth zn he 34 
„ unto a Mountain, and calleth unto v. 13. 14. 
e him whom he would, and they came 


punto him. St. Luke adds, That he Lale 6. V. 13] 
[- ce went to this Mountain to pray, and 1 
9 © continued all night in Prayer to GOD, 
ir and when it was day, he called unto 
„him his Diſciples, and of them he 
> © choſe and ordained twelve, that they 
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2 ſhould be with him, and that he might 
e ſend them forth to preach ; whom alſo _ 
© he named APOSTLES. . 
Some time after, He called theſe twelve” 1.1, ,. A 
together, and gave them Power and Authority 1, 2. 
over all Devils, and to cure Diſeaſes, ant 
© ſent them forth to preach the Kingdom of 

600, and to heal the Sick; We have their 

- Commiſion at large, Matth, 10. After 
their return from executing which firſt 

- Commiſſion, they continue with their 

_ Maſter as his conſtant Attendants ; and 

we read not, that, during his abode on 

- Earth, they were ſent forth a ſecond. 
time; until he gave them their laſt and / 
full Commiſſion, a little before his Aſcen- | 
40 ſion. 18 > = | xg 96 
Some time after the return of the A- 
poltles, He appointed other ſeventy, and ak Luke 104 
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þ yg forth, with the ſame Commiſſion and 


the ſame Power, that he had ſent the 
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| | es, Oficis by. 
0 oftols loco Here we ſee, in what a ſolemn man- 


ie. Officers of his Church, who are particu- 
larly deſcribed by their Number, Names, 


Ne 


* 


briſtus defg- ner, Chriſt inſtituted the firſt and prime 


n 
a AKA 150 


Di 
nn 1 16M Wa 
Rpoſtles, to preach the Goſpel, to caſt 
out Devils, to heal Diſeaſes, and almoſt e 
in all things with the ſame inſtructions, 
FCioncerning their Conduct: which makes 
the Continuator of Pool's Annotations on the 
Mace, ſay, bon ſome come to imagine a dif- | | 
© ference of Order betwixt them and the Apoſtles, |» 
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"*> moſt certain, that they were two diſtinct 
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Diſciples. * But though their Commiſion 
aft Was much the ſame, with what was giv- 
ot | 


5 
2 ver numbred together, but in two diſtinck 


i 
2 + 
if- 5 
n 
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n to the Apoſtles, { who had not as yet 
eceived their ft ull Commiſſion ) yet it 13 


Orders of Goſpel Miniſters: they are ne» 


Claſſes. The Apoſtles are ſtill :welve and 

not eighty to; And (which puts it be- 
ond all queſtion) when a Vacancy falls 

in the Colledge of Apoſtles, by the Apoſ 

tacy of Judas, what a ſolemn Work was 47; ry 

there, at the Tranſlation of one from tage 

Number of Diſciples, that he might be 

reckoned and numbred with the Eleven, 

and ſucceed to Judas his Apoſtle-ſnip? 
Thus have we ſeen two Orders of Goſ- 

pel Miniſters inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf. 

There is a third Order inſtituted by his 


ry 
L 
—— 
. 


Apoſtles, that of Deacont. The occaſion, 
deſign, and manner of inſtituting this 

new Order, we have fully ſet down in 
the ſixth Chapter of the Ad: of the hola 


Apoſtles, from the firſt to the ſeventh 
RV l 
Of this Inſtitution I ſhall only obſerve, 
That it was made by the twelve Apoſtles, 
to whom the Government of the Church 
was principally committed, and who had 


Power and Authority to inſtitute new 


Offices and Officers as the Exigence of 
the Church ſhould require ; That theſe 
+2” 1917 B a Dieacons 


Deacon were appointed and ſet apatt t 

their Office by the Apoſtles, with the Ce- 50 

remony of Prayer and Impoſition of Hands, 

which was uſual in deſigning and ap- 

pointing Perſons to any ſacred Office, in 

the Goſpel Miniſtry: And further, that 

' theſe Deacons thus ſeparated and ordain- 

ed, were inveſted with ſome ſhare of 

e the Apoſtolick Office, particularly of Preach- 

— ing and Baptixing, as well as managing 

the publick Stock of the Church, which 

they exerted in ſubordination to the A- 

pPioſt les, under their Inſpection and by their 

Direction; That Stephen was à Preacher 

(and the reſt of them, of whom we have. 

nothing on record, ſave their Names) as 
well as Philip, cannot be doubted. Stepben 

by his Zeal in propagating the Gofpel, 

became the firſt Martyr; and of Philip 

we expreſly read, that by his Preaching, 

he converted Samaria and initiated the © 

Converts there, into the Chriſtian Pro- re 

feſſion by Baptiſm. Hence we afterwards © I 

find him dignified with the honourable © O 

F. 8. and Title of Philip the Evangeliſt, though but ol 

one of the Seven. ms 

I This J obſerve to ſhew, the vaſt dif- 1 

ference betwixt theſe Goſpel Deacons in- _ þ 

ſtiruted and ordained by the Apoſtles, and 2 

. thoſe who are named Deacons under the «©« 

Presbyterian Model, without any Ordina- \ 

tion or Power to Preach or Baptize, that 0 

* „ | "EE none p 
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F none may be 1 upon by the bate 
Name, to think them to be of Divine 
or Apoſtolick Inſtitution, 

on Thus much ſhall ſerve to ew what 1 
promis'd in the firſt place, what ſacred 
Offices were inſtituted by un, and 125 
4 Apoſtles in _ Church, 


II. I now come to nt 1 ———_ in 
the ſecond place, to make it appear how 
_ theſe Offices were diſtinguiſhed ; and to 
demonſtrate an imparity among chem. 8 


1 Now 'of ha laſt mentioned, there i is 
5 no debate all acknowledge that Deacon 
Were different from, and inferiour to th 
twꝛo former Offices of Apoſtles, and the 
Seventy; tis of theſe two that ſome are 
pleaſed to pronounce that they are one 
and the ſame ; whereas. what I have al- 
ready obſerved of their Inſtitution, plain- 
ly ſhows them to have been diſtinct 
Offices, and they are every where ſpoken -- 
of in Scripture as ſuch! particularly 
in that enumeration of Goſp el Officers, 
1 Cor. 12. 28. God hath ſet i in by Church, 
firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly 
Teachers: Are all Apoſtles, are all Prophets, 
are all Teachers? Though every Apoſtle 
was a Prophet and Teacher, the Supert- 


our Order including the Inferiour; yet 


4 every Prophet and Teacher, Was not an 
. B 3 Apolils 


* 


T5" 


Apofite (as for the reſt in that Enume: "te 
ration, they are not diſtinct Offices, but Bu 
various and different Powers and Gifts 
Wherewith the Goſpel Officers were en- 4 | 

dued.) 8251 p 
-\.\Suppofing then the Divan: inferiove i $ poſt 
to the Apoſtles and Seventy, the queſtion 8 ( ſay 
is concerning the twelve who were calſed in E 
Apoſtles, and the ſeventy and otbers of their © tions 
Order, who go by the name of Prophets, Þ | P 
in à Goſpel Senſe; Miniſters of the Word teac 

#7 15. 32. and: Sacraments, ſuch as Judas and Silas eve 

2 3: 2%: were; who are alſo called Prophets, Evan- wit 

7 1 "x % pelifts, Paſtors. and Teachers, in the 4th An 
Chapter to the . dans and the rich ; anc 

" Hearſe: tdi o. 
21 'fay,, the e is Whether cheſe 1 
Prophets,' Paſtors and Teachers and Evanges © 
lifts, were of the ſame Office and Order fo 
with the Apoſtles 2 Or, whether they were ar 
of à diſtinct Office and Order, and inferiour | 
to that of the Apoſtles? For clearing 
this we muſt conſider their Commiſſions, | © 


4 
? 
3 


and the Exerciſe of their Office conform» NEE 
| able to their Commiſſions. = BD. 
* And firſt of the Apoſtles. All that their 13 
| — — - fir Commiſſion did bear, was to Preach ; 
_ Hy the Goſpel and to Adminiſter the Ordi- 6 
| nances of Religion; and this was all tze 


_ exerciſe of their Apoſtolick Office that 
we read of, during Chriſt's bodily pre- 
ſage wich chem, and in this, (as I _ 

they 


rr i 
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© hey Uiffered little from the ſeventy; 
its [+ ut when Chriſt. was to leave the Earth 
iS 2M 


Having finiſhed the Work of our Redemy 
- ion, He enlarged their Commiſſion, wy 
put them in actual exerciſe of their A* 
poſtolick Power and Office. Al Power Matth. 8. 
( ſays he „ given unto me in Heaven an 
. in Earth, go ye therefore and Diſciple all Na- 
tions, Baptizing them in the Name of the 
„Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſo- | 
ever I have commanded you, and lo, I 24 

with you alway even to the end of the Mor! 
And be lifted up bis Hands, and bleſſed them, Luke 24. 5 
and ſaid unto them, As my Fathen ſent me, John 20. 2 
' fo ſend I you, and thus ſaying, he breath; 
de ed upon them, and ſaid unto, them, 
* Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe 
ſoever Sins ye forgive, they are forgiven, 
and whole ſoever Sins ye retain, tho are | 
- retained. We read moreover, *© That Ag x: 
1 Pf through the Hol 17 Ghoſt . gave Com- 
| © mandments to his Apoſfles whom he 
F had choſen, to whom he ſhewed him- 
ce ſelf alive after his Sufferings, by many 

« "fallible Signs, being ſeen of them for 

4. the ſpace of Forty Days, and ſpeak- 

17 unto them of the things pertaining 

to the Kingdom of God. 
All this Commiſſion and 14 0 ren Anti 
i poſt. Inte 
, was given particularly to the Apoſtles, as duct. $. 40 
1 being his Prim and Special Deleg eben = 
Wnom 
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whom-he intruſted with the Affairs of his 


Ap oft le, according tO the uſe of the p. o 
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Word among the Jews: He is a Meſſen- | 
ger endued with peculiar Letters of Au- 


as Proxy 1 of him who ſends 

bim; and it is a Proverb among the 

5 wr.” that every Man's Apoſtle # as him- 
E 


F: What he does by vertue of his 


o 


| Commiſſion, is look'd upon to be as firm | 
And valid, as if the Perſon himſelf had | 


Theſe Twelve then whom Chrift na- 
med Apoſtles, were to repreſent his Per- 


fon, to act as his ſpecial Ambaſſadors, ta 


communicate his Will and Mind, to 
| preach and propagate his Goſpel, to in- 
ſtruct and diſciple the World in the 
Doctrines 1 Precepts of Chriſtianity, 
and on this 
the Church, and to govern the ſame in 
his Name and Authority, conſtituting 
and ordaining - Miniſters of Religion, 
ſettling good Order, and diſpoſing all 
Affairs for the Edification of the Church, 
_ determining and deciding Controverſies 
in Religion, compoſing Differences, in- 
ſpecting and ſuperintending the ordinary 
Paſtors in the Diſcharge of their Office, 
.. GS. 


| zen 
Church, to act and do, in his Name and "|Qffet 
his Authority: And this is the common 
Notion and Importance of the Word 
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_ thority and Commiſſion, whereby he acts eli; 


octrine to found and build 
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his enſuring, and puniſhing contumacion 
nal 0 enders, and looſing fuch as were Pe- [| 
on tent. This the Apoſtle calls the Care 2 Cor. 11 
rd on l the Churches, eſpecially them df his 28. 
he Fovince; for, their Commiſſion was 

n- Wlimitted and univerſal, not only in 
Eſpect of Power, to diſcharge all Acts of 
Kelision, relating either to Miniſtry or 
5 Government ; but alſo in reſpect of Place, 1 
IE not being confined to any particular Pro- 
a yince, but ſent to the whole World; 


is yet for the more orderly executing their * 
1 Commiſſion, they are ſaid, by the An- 
d Tients to have parcelled the World among 


them: and ſomething like this ſeems to 
be inſinuated on two ſeveral occaſions. « — 
by St. Paul himſelf. 3 
5 "T his Power and n conveyed by * Cor. 19, 
Commiſſi on to the Apoſtles, was equally - ſp 2.9: 
Dae upon all of them: Whatever 5 
Order there was among them, yet no 
© Superiority or Power of one Apoſtle above 
another: Though Paul, with reſpg& to 
his former ſtate, counted himſelf che leaſt. 
. ol all the Apoſtles, being before a Perſe - . 
Cutor, and one born out of time, as he 1 Cor. 15. 92 
Words it. Le as to Power and Authority, . 
he owns himſelf not Inferior even to the PT 
a e Apoſtles. Solo DO 
And as their Office was - high and emi- 
| nent, no leſs were the Gifts and Eadie.” 
ments, 2 which n were qualified for 
it: - 


OR Ea ly 2 
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and beſides che benefit of his public: 
Miniſtry, had enjoyed the Advantage i 
his private Converſe, and were well ac 


were immediately taught and inſtructed 


n 


_ at leaſt from his entring into his publichg 


3 | 1 1 l . = 
it? They had been Eye and Ear Witneſs 


. . 1 ” 


ſes of Chriſt's Life, Poctrine, Miracles, 


2 


quainted with all the Paſſages of his Life 


* 54 


Miniſtry, till che Day of Aſcenſion: They 


were-infallibly ſecured from Error, in far 
_ Qvelivering the Doctrines and Principles we 
of Chriſtianity : And to confirm their alſ 


. 


|  ,Doarife, they were endued wich many 2. 


_. "Extraordinary Gifts and Powers, to work in 


Mlitacles, to heal all manner of Diſeaſes, | _ 


RR? 


_ theſe Extraordinary Gifts upon. others. 


. Tongues, to interpret ſtrange Tongues, © 


to caſt out Devils, to ſpeak with divers 


to forgtel things to come, to diſcern Spi- 
rits, to inflict Corporal Puniſhments on 
Notorious Sinners; and (which was pe- 
culiar to them) they had Power to. confer | 


Thus have I given you an account of 
the Commiſſion by which the Apoſtles |} 
_ acted, I come now to conſider the Com- 
miſſion given to the other Order of 
Church Officers, inſtituted by Chriſt, the 
691 „ Seventy 
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N 5577 n ; in whom the Order of 
byters and ordinary Paſtors and Teach- 
is ſuppaſed to be founded: Now, as 
Vis alccady ſnewn, They received their 
Fommiſſion immediately from Chriſt, as 
ell as the: Apoſtles, and were authork- 
liel ged to * the Goſpel, and endued with 
heygExtrourdinary Gifts of working Miraclts, 
iealing Diſeaſes, &c. and unto them no 


ted 
the! leſs than unto the Apoſtles, Chriſt faid, 4 
Cir He that heareth you, heareth me, and be that Luke to, „ 16; 
nd xejecteth you, rejecteth me, and be that re- 
to jecteth me, reſecteth A that ſent me. So 
e that in their Meaſure and Proportion, fo 
in far as their Commiſſion extended, they 
les were Chriſt's Meſſengers and Ambaſſadovs 
ir alſo, though not in the ſame Order and 
1y Quality with the Apoſtles, as we have ſeen | 
K | 4 in part already, 

Indeed from the Account we have 
1 of them and their Miniſtry in the Sacred | 
2 Hiſtory, we cannot frame a more juſt © 
and true Notion of this Second Order of 
4 Church Officers, than that they were inſti- 
tuted to be Aſſiſtants and Helpers to the 
> Apoſtles in the Work of the Goſpel. 3 
And 1 know nothing which will give 
us a better Reaſon for this Notion than 
this Conſideration, chat as it was the 
| ſame Lord and Law-giver, the ſame Ma- 
fter-builder, who had framed the Civil and 
e at Policy ann the Tews, we - 

che 
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"the Lega! Diſpenſation, who does Exect 
this New Fabrick of his Goſpel-Church ; fo 
tts reaſonable to expect as great a Sym- 
metry and Proportion between the one 
and'the other, as the Difference of the 
two Diſpenſations will allow: And it is 


the Opinion of many Ancient and Mo- 


dern Divines, That our Bleſſed Lord in 
many of his Goſpel Inſtitutions, had ſome | 
reſpe& to the ſtate of things in the Fewiſh Þ 
Church, as might be ſhewed in many In- 
ſtances: And particularly will appear in 
theſe Offices, which he inſtituted in the | 
Goſpel Church, not only in making them | 
of a Superior and Inferior Order, as under 
the Moſaick Diſpenſation, but alſo, as to | 
the Reaſon and Deſign of theſe different 
Orders; for after Aaron and his Sons 
were inſtalled in the Prieſt's Office, 
600 gave unto them the whole Tribe 
of Levi to Miniſter unto them, in the 
Charge of the Tabernacle. So alſo, 
when Moſes was vexed with the unto- 


wardlineſs of the People, and complain- 


ed to GOD of the Weight and Burden 
of his Charge, and that the Care and 
Government of ſuch an unruly People 
was committed to him alone; the Lord 


orders that Seventy Men, of the Elders of 


the People, be choſen and preſented be- 
fore him at the Door of the Tabernacle, 


Numb. 11. and he took of the Spirit that was upon 
= os Sg Moſes, 


Moſer, and put it upon them, that they, 


their Work, and ſhortly after, inſtituted. 
that other Order of Goſpel Miniſters, ths 
| Seventy to be Aſſiſtants to the Apoſtles ; -- 
and accordingly we find the Apoſtles 
frequently making uſe of the Miniſtry 
| and Aſſiſtance of them of that Second Or- 
der, either taking ſome of them along 
with them in their Travels, to Miniſter 
unto them in propagating the Goſpel 
among the Fews or Heathens; or elſe _ 
fixing them in places where the Goſpe!l! 
| was received, and Churches founded; or = 
| elſe in ſending them with Apoſtolick 
Orders to Churches that were at a diſ- 
| tance : And 'tis probable that according. 
to the different Exerciſes of their Mini- 


| might bear the burden of the People 
with him, and he might not bear it alone. -.0 
Now, whether the Apoſtles after their = 
> Mficſt Progreſs, returned with any ſuch . a8 
> Complaint of the greatneſs of their "', vn 
s Charge, we read not, except it be infi-. _ g 
- E nuated by St. Mark, when he ſays, That Mark 6. 3A 
1 | after their return, Chriſt called them a- - 4M 
part to a deſert Place to reſt themſelves [1 | 
» © a while: However, certain it is, our 9 
Bleſſed Lord well knew the greatneſs of if ; 
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try, they were deſigned ſometimes Evan- . nb 
geliſts, when they laboured in converting -.*N 


Jews, or Heathens to the Faith; ſome- 
tumes Paſtors and Teachers, when they, 


Hite ther Miniſtry among tien 
that were already convertèd; an gene⸗ 

rally they paſs under the Name of Bre. I 
thren and Elders, or Presbyters, i in Aintine⸗ 5 
tion from the Apoſtles. 
From theſe 228 Commiſſion Ons given | 
to the Apoſtles and the Seventy, tis evi- 
dent that there was a Diſtin#ion betwixt! 
their Offices, and that the Apoſtolick! 
Office was Superior to that of the Seven- 2 
ty, which great Truth may alſo farther the 
be ſhown by ſeveral very weighty Argu- cor 
ments: For although the Apoſtles dia the 
manage the Authority we ſuppoſe they JC 
had, fo much with the Spirit of their 
Lord and Maſter, who, though he was 
their Lord and Maſter, yet humbled 
| 2 13. 13. himſelf to waſh their Feet, and treated them 
= rather as Friends than Servants, and be- 
haved himſelf among them as one that 
ſerved, although they (I ſay) following v 
his Example, behaved themſelves with 4 
the greateſt gentleneſs and ſweetneſs of 
Temper toward their Inferiors ſeldom 
making uſe of their Authority in any ſe- 
vere manner; whereof we have a notable; | 
Inſtance in the Epiſtle of Paul to Phile- 
. uon, à Miniſter of the Goſpel, where he 
0 yer. r. ſays, Though I might be much bold in Chriſt 
, bo enjoyn thee, that which i convenient, yet 
| | for loves Take: J rather beſeech thee, | Vet, 
that they had ſuch Authority over the 
other 


uke 42, 27, 


m cher Paſtors and Teachers in theChurch] 


* 


ge- Appears from ſeveral Inſtances of theig 


>xerciling it in ſeveral reſpects and ways, 


Yee 


ſhall inſtance in ſome particulars in Con- 
firmation of this Truth, in the order as 


They occur to us in Holy Writ. 


ce x. And Fir, we read that the Apoſtles 
n- abode for ſome time in Feruſalem, and 
er the Brethren with them (no doubt ac- 
u- cording to ſome Order given them by 
id their Lord) to ſettle and eſtabliſh the 


ir Perſecution aroſe about Stephen, all al- 
as moſt, except the Apoſtles, were ſcatter- 
d Bed abroad through the Regions of Fudza 
2- Deacons, went down. to Samaria, preach- 
it ed the Goſpel, wrought Miracles, con- 
g verted many of that City to the Faith, 
ht Rand. initiated his Converts by Baptiſm s: .. 


g 


zf f 5 Others | went a8 far 28 Phenice, Cyprus, 2 1 1. By MY 1 


n || Antioch, where a great number believed 
and turned to the Lord: When the a 


2 


e Foies heard of this, Peter and Fob are 4, 0 


ſent to Samaria, to confirm and ſettle the "*_ 
Church there, and to confer upon them | 
the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. For though 


© 
the Brethren had Power to Preach and 
9s 
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Baptize, and Work Miracles, yet it be- 
longed to the Apoſtles to ſetile and 115 ; 
—_ 5 e 


cis recorded in the Sacred Hiſtory. L . 2 


-y Chriſtian Church there; but when the 291 


* 
- W 4 9 5 * 1 
n . 8 r 
rr 


x wes en 92 
8 3 3 N 8 


: * 2 
2 8 3 
8 a I; 
— ws + EV NY om = 
. 


3 


— — 


| — Commiſſion in Diſcipling the World, they 


YN 
2 


| ARts 12. 22. to Antioch upon the like Errand. | 


bliſh Order in the new founded Churcben 
And to confer the Gifts of the HolyMhe 
Ghoſt : Paul and Barnabas were alſo ſem trie 


2. Secondly, We find that when theſſac 
Apoſtles went abroad to execute their b 


were attended by ſome of the Brethren, IC 
as their Aſſiſtants and Miniſters; Six 


| ads 10. 1 . Attended Peter from Joppa to Ceſarea, and ; 


from thence to Feruſalem; and to them | ge! 
it was that he gave Orders for Baptizing of 


3% Cornelis Family; and them he brings the 


as Witneſſes for his Vindication, when wt 

} Challenged by them of the Circumciſion, || pe 

for his Converſe with the Gentiles, Paul th 

KL. 12. and Barnabas had John, ſurnamed Mark, ® w 

one of the Seventy, for their Miniſter, in in 

their firſt Progreſs, who after ſome tine 
12. 25. departed from them, for which Paul is 


| puts * highly diſpleaſed with him, and will nor 


admit him again to be one of his Atten- | 

dants, en he had departed and went 
occaſion of ſome Contention betwixt 
Paul and Barnabas, which came to that 
height, char they departed aſunder the 
one from the other; Barnabas going to 
_ Cypras, attended by Mark, his Siſter's Son; 
and Paul to Syria and Cilictia, attended 


R 
d 
—_ It 
35. 38. ot with them to the Work, This was the fi 
4 
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1 Pur Province was Enlarged; E 
the Converſion of many Cities and Coutt 
tries nnto the Faith, the Number of = 
Nite antes and Alliftants in the Work 


of the Goſpel did alſo increaſe, many 


n, perſonal Attendance ; and ſerving with 
ul | them in the Work of the Goſpel, as Sons 
E, with their Fathers, as mon Jos of 1 1 
in Wange ä * 
E ; 
is 4. Boes, When ay of theirs * 4 
t | Refractory and Diſobedient to the Or= 4 
ders of the Apoſtles, they are blamed' for 1 
it, and ſometimes threatned with Gen- ; 
2 | ſures; ſuch were ſome Teachers at Co- 
t | rinth, who deſpiſed and decried Pauls * 
© Apoftleſhip, hoe he threatens for their | Cor. 2 U j 
ö 1 e with ws; Apoſtoli- 15. 5 L IA 
cal Rod. | 
FF: Eil, And ha he is giring 2 

Plc Orders, for Redrefling and Re- 
1 0 9 forming | 


: Goſpel,” 


iccompariied him from place to place, 


weſides theſes Paſtors; * whom he ſettled 


n every rel that d n revolved: 190 


0 


Andi, Theſe Inferian: Paſir? wers 


F ee very obſequious to the Orders 
27 of the Apoſtles, going whither they ſent 
7 them to Viſit planted Churches; 3 coming 
when they called them, to give their 
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front | 
* the Publick Worſhip, occaſioned 


ems) Juere too much puffed up with 
heir Spiral; Gifts; he writes to them 
in an Acthetinuive Stile; What? ſays he, 


Jen, are the Commandments « 


-Qrtlers in cheſe matters, which concern 


che Publick Wor up; but if any be ig- 
F orant, let him be ignorant. He com- 
i & +> plains allo of others, who added Aſfict ion 
1 to by Bonds, preaching Chriſt out of Conten- 


il walking: contrary to, his Orders, while 


-others preached - 


Wl infor the Defence f the Goſpel. And when 
(| "Jak 15, &c this holy Apoſtle's Back was at the Wall, 
who had been formerly his Attendants 
and Aſſiſtants in the Goſpel- work, deſer- 
Wl ted him, when he ſtood moſt in need of 
Tim. 4. toy their Miniſtr y; which; he prays, might 
„% mot be 44 to their change. _ 6; 


- 
* 


migg ſbme -Arregularities and Abuſes 5 


#hrough che Pride or Impudence of ſome 
f their Prophets rand Teachers, who (it! 


Cor. 14. Samt sb Herd bf: God ois from pon, on came 
Wl 3G, 37- it unto you only? If any Man think' bimſelf 
on to be 4 Prophet or Spiritual, Let him ac- 
ono ledge: That the. things that I write unto 

7 the Lord, i. e. 
that I hs an Apoſtle, have Power from 
hd; Lord to gix e Commandments and 


the decent and o derly' Performance of ” 


Piomand Strife, diſowning his Apoſtleſhip, | 
rufuſing to receive. his Commands; yea | 


ee iſt out of love, own- B 
ang: his Apaſtleſhip, knowing that he war 


©. ith Priſon, and hazard of Death, many x 


1 


8 . 
0 
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vom he ſent them; yea, preſumptuouſly | 


them, out of the Oommunion of the 
7 Church, and to all, added :contemptuoys 
and ſlighting Words of the Apoſtle; whom 


went Hiſtory, we read of none who op 
| poſed the Authority of tbe Apoſtles; 0 5 
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. Shably, In like manner St; Jain bn 
8 Apoſtle complains of one Diatrephes, W .w¹e 


affected a pre-eminence over the Church 
diſdwyned the Authority of the Apoſtle, © 
refuſed to receive the Orders which he 


took upon him to caſt theſe Brethren, 
and ſuch who were willing to receive 


the Apoſtle threatens, when he comes, to x 
chaftiſe.for his Pride and Inſolence, in John 775 
rejecting the Orders of his Superior, ana 
arrogating: to himſelf; that Superiority 13 
to which he had no Call or Title; for 
which Malepertneſs, the Apoſtle no doubt 
exerciſed his Apoſtolical Power in cen 
furing him, if he did not prevent it b, 
Repentancmmmee. 
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In a. Word, through all tlie Ne- Tf 
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fuch as were Hereticks and Di ſfurbers 


the Churcb's Peace, whp erer whete 


made it their Buſineſs to depreſs the Cra | 
dit and Authority: of the True: Apoſtles ß x 
and to gain the more eafily Proſelites tos 

their falſe Doctrines, they either pretend : Cor. xx, 1 
that they W were Apoſtles, 02 „ 


'S 
— 


4 


1221 = 


hs that ha themſelves were Commil: 
Honed' by the Apoſtles, whereas truly 


ra Communion of the Apoſtles, as St. Fobn 


| ( Jude 11. 


py. 
i 
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Will | 
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nd Tnferior Order. 


always that reſpect unto the Paſtors, that 
was due unto their Character, not treat- 
\ Ing them as Underlings and Servants, 
put as Brethren and Feltow-labourers and 
— 2— - Helpers, « admitting them to all their 
Vonſultations ww” Church, Affairs, 


Joy ny 


Fans Is. 24 they were ſu&h-as had departed from the r ; 


tells us. And St. Jude gives us this Ac- | 
edunt of them, Wop, umb them; they have | 
Tone: in the way ef Cain, a 3 r of | 
his. Brother, and ran greedily after the Error 
of Balaam, a covetous Wretch, and have | 
Periſted: in tbe gainſaying of Corah; a proud 
ambitious Levite, Who diſdaining to ſub- 
ject himſelf ro chat Order God Pad fer» | 
died in his Church, and Murmuring to 
de ſet in a lower Station among the Le- 
ade 16 8, vites,/ aſpired to the Prieſtnood. Nou 
10. it is not eafy to underſtand, how theſe 
Hexeticks could corre ſpond with Corab in 
nis Sin, if Chriſt had fettled a Parity | 
Cburch. O Officers,. and. not a Superior. | 


And as all true Paſtors and Teachers 5 
were faithful and dutiful Aſfiſtants and © 
Helpers, with'tlie [Apoſtles inthe Work 
of the Goſpel, and punctual obſervers of 
all Apoſtolick Orders and Commands: 
So on the other hand, The Apoſt ler pay d 
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with him. Tis 00s in A. matter, yo 


3 8 eue up 1.48 | their inal Cite 


thus ſet up themſelves in Compe- 
1 2 with, or Oppoſition to, the Apoſtle; 
and the Fickleneſ; and Fondneſs pe, the 
. Corinthians, their Admirers and Follow- 
ers, he repreſents feverzl' things, and an 


> heavy; Complaint of the ill Treatment 


be, and other Apoſtles, had met with 
from them. He puts them in mind, that 


| though they bad ten thouſaud lufrufters in 


Chriſt, yet they were obliged to own 
bim 4 f heir Father, who hat he otten them 
in Chriſt by the Goſpel, and there fore ought 
to be Followers of him. And if this his 
Feber Admonition did f reclaim 

them, he threatens both le Factious 


Teachers and their Abettors with his A- 
oſtolick Rod. IT was or the lame, 
18 * ot 1925 | * op "v8 


** 
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above other Officers in the Church, as 
the Conſul had above all other Magiſtrates 
in Rome; Which is allow'd by Calvin, Inſt. Lib, 4, 


ſul in Senatu, as Conſul in the Senate. N. 


I propos'd to make appear in the Second 


=z the like occaſion, that we find him 
Wich hol) Keenneſs afferring all pidv- 


ing his Apoſtleſhip, 'magnifying his Of 
| 2 boaſting of ae Anus had 
received from Chriſt} and once and = 
I again maintaining that he was not Tajes ; 


| rior to the chiefeſt Apoſtles, To what pur- 1 Cor. 9. 1 


poſe all this, either their. denying his 2 Cor. 194 ä“ 


| r „ 2 "JOE. It, 12; 11. . 

Apoſtleſhip, N his ſtrenuoully aſſert ng r 0 
it, if there had not been an m nenoy of 1 
| Power and Authority in the Apoſtolate, abovs a 
the Ordinary Paſtor and Teacher? 


% 


| 


Prophecy, ſays Chyyſofome; the Gift of . de util. 


: Miracles, the expelling Demons, the Or der 5 Scrip. Tom 
of Paſtors and Teachers Were | all e Spiri 8. pag. 11 7 

thority; bat the Apoſtolick Eminencyr 

Was far greater than all theſe, which he 

therefore calls à Spiritual Conſulfhip. R? 

! Apoſtle having as great Pre-eminence 
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who acknowledges a Bifhop to be, ut Con- Cap. 4. Sc. 


Thus, I think, I have done with what 
Place, having demonſtratively ſhown/ I 
how the Goſpel- Officers were diſtinguiſh-. 
ed, and that there was a Diſparity among 


them, „ "4 43hbs +4 | | | 
. | | III. 
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- I am-to Examine; Thirdly; Whe: 


| ther any of them were Extraordinary and 
| Temporary, and prove that they were 
got; but deſign d to be perpetual and Þ 

. Randing in the Church. id e 


809 And chis is the Hinge on which the 
whole Controverſy in this matter de- 


pends, yea, all the Authority and Obli- 

Chriſt's firſt inſtitution, as to 
the preſent Church; for if his Inſtitution. | 
. _ _ was Extraordinary and Temporary in 
any part, it is ſo far as it was of this 


tion of 


Nature, no Rule or Standard now: But 


1 1b if the Order he inſtituted was to be per- 
petual and ſtanding, then it continues 
| Obligatory. to the end of the World N 
and it muſt be to all Chriſtians, what 
the Pattern in the Mount was to Moſes 
and the Fews, a conſtant Standard by 


which the Church is to be moulded and 


framed in all After-Ages: I ſhall. there- | 
fore impartially examine into this mat»: 


— 


that many of the Gifts and Powers where - 
with both Apoſtles, and other Paſtors; 


Were endued, were Extraordinary and 
Temporary, being deſigned only, as the 
Apaſtle ſays of Tongues, for $igys, to con- 
*: yings Unbelievers of the Divinity of 


hag; 
; Dor 


— 


And, rf, it is acknowledged by all, 


* : 


Doctrine which they ſaw atteſted by-fck == 
s Miraculous Operations: But the Goſpel, 
nd Doctrine being once ſufficiently atteſted 
re ¶ and confirmed, there was no further need 
nd of continuing them, and they have long 


ſince ceaſed in the Church. 


ne - /2dly, Tis alſo acknowledged, that ſome 
e- things peculiar to the firſt Apoſtles, were 
I- Þ Extraordinary and Temporary, and expired 
o Þ! with their Perſons. Such as, Their hav+ 
ning been eye and ear Witneſſes of Chriſt's 
n | Life, Doctrine, Miracles, Sufferings, Re- 
| ſurre&ion and Aſcenſion. Their having 
received their Commiſſion immediately 
from Chriſt. Their being infallible Guides 
in delivering the Doctrines of the Goſ- 
| pel. Their unlimitted Commiſſion to 
all the World, and Juriſdiction over all 
Churches. Their Power to confer mira- 
culous Gifts on others, to diſcern Spirits, 
and to back their Cenſures with corpo- 
ral Puniſhments, as on Ananias and Sa- 
phbira and Elimas: and perhaps, to theſe 
may be added their power to inſtitute 
new Goſpel Officers and Miniſtries, as 
the exigence of the Church ſhould re- 
quire; as they did that of Deacons, All 
theſe extraordinary Powers and Gifts, 
whether they which were peculiar to the 
Apoſtles, or ſuch as were common to 
them and other inferiour Miniſters, had 
"TS 


i 
« $44 
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nnn as 
f particular reſpect to the - firſt plantingſſſſe 0 
ſtitueing of the Chriſtian Church in the chic 
World: which when performed, theſe Pffic 
extraordinary Powers ceaſed ; but, the | 
34h, Beſides theſe, There was the or- p 
dinary Power and Authority of the A- 
poſtles, which was to ſerve the Edifica+ 
tion, good Order and Government of the | 
Conſtituted Church in all — 8 
Ages: Such as, Their power to preach and 
the Goſpel, adminiſter the Sacraments, cor 
and perſorm all the Offices of Religion, 
common to them with other Paſtors: p 
More particularly, to preſerve the Offiices | 
inſtituted by Chriſt in his Church, by 
_ ordaining Miniſters of Religion in all the 
three diſtinct Offices: TO Govern the flit 
- Churches, and ſuperintend both Paſtors. Inf 
and People: To Judge, Correct and Cen- | ſig! 
ſure Miſdemeanors either in the one un: 
or other: To ſettle good Conſtitutions to 
agreeable to the Word of God, for the of 
orderly and decent performance of all the alt 
Ordinances of Religion, Publick Worſhip th 
and other Affairs of Diſcipline, as the ſo 
exigence of the Church ſhould require 2 r 
And finally, By their Authority and Care, 
to ee the 8 the Cor» n 
_ ruptions of Error, Superſtition, Faction, Þ| * 
Schilm, and Prophaneſs, by their right it 
8 2 uſe i 


— Swat mo — 


ny 


ing If ofthe Wes and the Power of int _ 

Iris and looſing committed to them: Al!“ 
ef | uch are proper parts of the Apo Jlick 
ſe 


Dice; always neceſſary fer the good of 
the Church; 3 and no part more neceſſa- 
/ than their Authoritative Inſpection, 
Eee ordinary Paſtors, that they be 
well qualified for the Paſtoral Office be- 
fore they be admitted thereto, and when 
hdmitted, they perform the ſame, with 
; aithfulneſs and Diligence, with Prudence: 
and Diſcretion, and in Peace and Con- 
ord wich their Brethren. Now, theſe- 
things being premiſed, I come to an im- 
partial Examination of the matter in 
hand. W: - 
And 9350 1 ninth wed noob L chink 
Pere is nothing more evident upon the | 
(lighteſt Examination than that Chriſt in 
Inſtituting theſe Orders and Offices, de- 
ſigned, that they ſhould be ſtanding and 
unalterable Conſtitutions in his Church, 
to continue for its Edification to the end 
of the World: And of none, is the un- 
alterableneſs of Inſtitution more evident, 
than of the Apoſtolick Office, (which 
ſome contend to be pee and ex- 
] traordinary.) : 
For 1 f, When Chriſt gave thai their 
full and laſt Commiſſion, He enjoyns 


n, 
5. 
8 
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them to teach all Nations, whom they Mat. 28. 19 


F Diſciple, to obſerve all things 
What- 


9 1 
Sbalſbever be had: commended ibn, oli 
which the Order and Offices, he had in- n 5 

_- Hituted, were a part, which accordingly pf its 
they were to ſettle in all new founded And 
Churches: And then he adds, Lo I an ko tr 
ith yon alway to the end of the World is H 

But how could that be, if their Office co 4 

was to expire with themſelves ? We muſt 

then underſtand it, as a promiſe, not to 5 

ter 


them only, but to their Succeſſors allo : 
not to their Perſons only, but to their av. 
Oſfice, which was to continue to the end ling 
of the World, even ſo long as Chriſt Off 
Was to have a Church upon Earth. 


Le 15 28. 140 The A poltle I "Pac tells us, "Gal N 
| . 5 ſet ſome in bis Church, firſt Apoſtles, 
— and Prophets, thirdly Teachers (what be 

follow, are not diſtinct Offices from che 
theſe, but extraordinary Gifts conferred | uni 
on them.) God bath ſer, even He, who Þ the 
ſettled the Ordinances of Heaven, which | he 
none can alter, hath fixed theſe different C} 

Orders in his Church: or rather, to uſe Cl 

the Apoſtles Simile, as God hath ſet va- 
rious and different Members in the natu- 

ral Body, ſome more excellent and ho- 
nourable, yet, all uſeful and neceſſary 
to the Beauty and Integrity of the whole; 
he has done the. fame by his Church: : 
80 that whoever would deprive the 
Church of any of theſe Sacręd Offices ſet 


way ACS Se 


C 
n it by God, endeavours no leſs chan dd 
” utilate and deform it, to pluck out one 
pt its Eyes, or cut off one of its Hands: 
dA nd how heinous the Guile mult be, ſo 
"Ro treat the Body. whereof Chriſt Jeſns 
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is Head, let them conſider who preſume 


% F 
ts 


uſt 


rol]. Ber farther, Thirdly, in the ath Chaps 


rave an unconteſtible Teftimony, prow- 12, 1. 
ling the perpetual continuance of theſe , 
Offices inſtituted by Chriſt, taken from 

{the end and deſign for which they were 
inſtituted: He gave ſome. Apoſtles, ſome 

ad Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors an! 
, Teachers, for the perfeGing of the Saints, for 
at the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying 

m N the Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the 

d Þ unity of the Faith and of the Knowledge of 

O Þ che Son of GOD unto a perfect Man, unto 
h Þ che Meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneß of ¼; 


KB Chrift; That we henceforth be yo more Ver, 112? 
& | Children toſſed to and fro, and carried about 


7 Þ by every; wind of Doctrine, by the flight of 
Men and: cunning Craftinef, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive: Where it is plain, theſe 
Offices were to continue till the Church 

ſhould be perfe&ed, fully brought in, 
and fully advanced, and till it ſhould be 
beyond all hazard of being ſeduced, that 

is, to the end of the World, We ſee the _ 
9 for 


ter of the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, we Eph. 4. 113 % 


* 
„ — — 


. on nr ee Loa 2 
by 0 


2 = gg 2 7 OF. * A 


36) 


gor Which theſe Offices wers Inſti | 
und how long ney" were to conte | 
© Exprefly ſer down. ? 
©} if any ſay, That here are mote Offic 
than are pleaded for: The Anſwer if 
obvious, that theſe different Deſighationſ 18 
do not import different Offices, but diff can 
ferent Exerciſes of the ſame Office : Fo A 
N an Apoſtle, Presbyter or Dea par 
eon, might be a Prophet, Evangeliſt ſacl 
Doctor or Teacher. If employed ic fur 
converting Jews or Heathens to "the Land 
Faith, he did the Work of an Evange- poſt 
_ iff} and on this Account Philip, one off leg 
the ſeven Deacons, is ſo call'd. Tf in In- 1 
ſtructing them who were already Con- 
8. verted, that was the Work of an eval | 
_ Paſtor; If he laboured mainly in explain. 
ing and confirming the Doctrines off 2 
Chriſtanity, he acted the Part of a Doc-] It 
tor or Teacher: If he further improved] Ie 
theſe Doctrines to Edification, Extiorta-Þ ir 
; tion and Comforr, that was the Work E 
x Cor. 14. 3. Of the Prophet, in the Goſpel Senſe Thus] © 
13. 3. 
A455 15. 32: Fudzs and Silas, two Presbyters, are called 2 
Prophets; ſo that all theſe are reducible | 
to the three Offices, of whoſe Inſtitution | C 
we have given a particular Account. 
And now, if theſe different Orders of 3 
- Gofp el Miniſters inſtituted by Chriſt, 
were deſigned by him to be perpetual 1 
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to the end of the World, as is evident front 
hat hath been ſaid ; there muſt of Ne- 
ceflity be a Succeſſion of Perſons, - duly 


""Mcalled to theſe Offices, according to 
* Chriſt's Inſticution, that the Offices themy 
ſelves may be capable of continuing 


Banding in the Church n. 
And-to ere& and ſet up 2 new Office 


al Paramount to theſe inſtituted by Chriſt, 
in ſuch as the Papacy, is intolerable! Pre- 
ſumption; for who can have a Power 


and Authority in the Church above 4 


oftles who were Chriſt's immediate De- 
legates, but Chriſt himſelf? ? 
And it is no leſs Preſumption to 85 


off, or abrogate any of theſe Sacred Of 


fices: Tis an overturning that Order 


eſtabliſhed by Chriſt in his Church, and 
; ory and changing his Inſtitution: 
It is a Sa 

of theſe Miniſters which Chriſt in his in- 
| finite Wiſdom thought neceſſary for her 
| Edification and Perfection. You: know 
| what a dreadful Curſe is pronounced a- 

| gainſt them, who either add to, or takes 
| away from, the Inſtitutions of Jeſus 

| Chriſt in the 18th and 19th Verſes of 
| the 22d Chapter of the Revelations of St, 


crilegious Robbing the Church 


Ik it be pretended, that now at leaſt, 
in the preſent State of the anne, hoc 


* 


World; it is to cafhier Chriſt's prime 


ches principal Guides: And to deprive the 


Churéh of the Pledges of her Lord's 
Cate and Kindneſs which he gave her, Þ 


when he Aſcended up unto Heaven. 


If then our Bleſſed Lord's Inſfitution 
be preſerved, there muſt be Apoſtles, as Þ 
well as Pretbyters and Deacons who are not Þ 
diſputed, that is, Succeſſors to them in] 
their Office in the Chriſtian Church: 


And who are they? Sure, not every Paſ- 


tor, nor yet any number of them, how- F 


ever moduled into leſſer or larger Judi- 
catories: I Honour their Order and Office, 
but would not have them take too much 
upon them, nor go beyond their Sphere: 
They are indeed the Succeſſors of the Se- 
_ wenty, if duly admitted to the Paſtora! 
Office, and may well rejoyce in that 
e oo MO honourable 


ſt is therefore needleſs to keep a diſtincti- 
vn of Offices: This is to pretend to be 
wiſer than Chtiſt: It is to confound and]; 
Jumble together the different Orders in- 
ſtituted by him: It is to ſet up a new 
Model different from what he not onlyÞ, 
| _ efftabliſhed, but alſo appointed to conti-PÞ 
nue in his Church to the end of the 


— . : 


W e . 
Honcürable Station to which they arg 
advanced in God's Church, if they Walk 
worthy of it; but let them remember, 


that the whole Seventy could not fill the 
Chair of one Apoſtle, (for no Man may 
take this Honour to himſelf, but he that 
is called of GOD) until the Holy Ghoſt 
did determine the Choice of one to that 
High Office: I doubt not, but there were 
{upwards of ſeven hundred Eminent Pa- 
ſtors, and all endued with Extraordinary 
| Gifts, in the Days of the Apoſtles : But 
were all Apoſtles? Says St. 


Paul, No, they, 
VVV 
IV. Which brings me to what I pro- 


mis'd in the Fourth and Laſt Place, to 


ſhew, ſuppoſing theſe Church-Offices to 


| be ſtanding, who ſucceed in them, and 
| rightly execute them to this Day. _ 


I need but do it of the Succeſſors to 


| the Apoſtles, for when that is done, the 
| other comes in of Courſe. _ 


And in clearing this Point, J muſt put 
you in mind of what was obſerved under 


the foregoing Head, That the Apoſtles 
were endued with ſome Powers and Gifts, 
| which had a peculiar Reference to the 
firſt Planting and Propagating the Goſ- 


pel, and the firſt Gathering and Conſti- 
tuting the Chriſtian Church: Theſe were 
Extraordinary, and did expire with them- 
ſelves; and in theſe they have no Succeſ- 
ſors, 7 X But 
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bointed by Chriſt, to be a ſtanding and 


conſtituted, to ferye; for the Edification, Þ 
good Order and Government thereof to 


committed the Care and Government of 
bis Church: To diſpeuſe the Word and Þ; 
Sacraments, and perform all Offices of Þ 


Paſtors and People: To Judge, Correct, 


or other: To ſettle good Orders and 
Oonſtitutions for the orderly and decent 70 
performance of all Ordinances of Relt- | 
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But che 1 concerning; the Or pf + 


SN Lore and Authority of the, Apoſto- 
lick Office, 25 it Was inſtituted and ap. 


continuing Office in his Church When er 


all ſucceeding Ages: The Apoſtles were 


an Order of the Goſpel-Miniſters, Supe-Jſas! 
Tior to Ordinary Paſtors and Teachers, Þ 


to whom. Chriſt in a ſpecial Manner Þ 


Religion: To Ordain Miniſters, of Reli- din 
gion according to his Inſtitution: To IVI 
Govern and Superintend his Church both] 


and Cenſure Miſdemeanors in the one | 


gion, Publick Worſhip, and Exerciſe of N co. 
Diſcipline, and to preſerve the Church Þ be! 


from Corruption of Error, Superſtition, Þ ſel 
Faction, Schiſm, and all Irregular Pra- Sa 


ctices. All theſe are proper Parts of the 
Apoſtolic Office, always neceſſary for the I ge 


_ good of the Church; and they are alſo i 
the. proper Officers of a Biſhop, Overſeer or 


. * / o al 
Superintendent, S0 { that tis very evident, te 
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dt the Apoſtolick Office, Chriſt hath ia 
icuted the ſtanding Office of e 
is Church, that is an Order of Goſpel- 


nd Miniſters, Superior to Paſtors and Teach- 


en 


ers, to whom he hath. committed the 


n, Power and Authority above- mentioned. 


wy 


1 


That the Apoſtles were actually Biſhops, 


re and their Apoſtleſbip a proper Epiſcopacy, 


e- 


I'S, 


of 


Jas it is expreſly called, Ads 1. 20. and 
that they actually exerted an Epiſcopal 


er Power and Juriſdidtion over the Churches, 


and the ordinary Paſtors and Teachers, 


fol Presbyters and Deacons, I have fully ſhew- 


i. 
0 | 


* 
T 
K 


; 
D 8 
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af fed in the Second Inquiry. And accor- 
dingly we find the Ancients do frequent- 


ly in their Writings call che Apoſtles, Bi- 
ſhops; and no leſs frequently do they 


d. ſtile the Biſhops Apoſtles, as being their 


i FSucceſiors in ordinary; by which *tis 
d evident, they underſtood, that in the A- 
it N poſtles, the Epiſcopal Office Was inſtituted, 
- and that in Biſhops the Apoſtolical Office is 
f continued in the Church: But this is 
h beyond my Province, having confin'd my 
» ſelf in this Inquiry, to what Light the 
-. Saerd Records afford. : ..., 
: And in conſulting them we find it evi- 
, dent, Firſt ; That the Apoſtles were a Supe- 
rior Order of Goſpel-Miniſters to Presbyters 
and Ordinary Paſtors and Teachers: That 
Ido theſe. Apoſtles Chriſt Committed the 
1 chief Care & Government of his Church. 
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Truſtees: That the Inferior Paſtors and 


Teachers did always own and acknow- Int 


ledge the Apoſtles as their Superiors, and 


did readily receive and obey their Orders: 


That this Apoſtolick Order, Superior toſh ; 


Presbyters and Deacons, was to continue in] 
the Church: all which we have fully 
cleared from Scripture in the former En- 
quiries. Now, what Order of Goſpel- 
Miniſters is there, Superior to Ordinary Pa- 
Fors and Teachers, but that of Biſhops, in 
whom the Apoſtolick Order is continued 


In the Church ? 


Either then Biſhops muſt be the true I 
Bucceſſors of the Apoſtles, or elſe they 
have no Succeſſors at all, and the 4poſto-Þ; 

lick Order and Office is quite Extinct, and. 

the Church is totally deprived of the 

prime and chiefeſt Office inſtituted by Þ 
Chriſt for its Edification, good Order and 

Government: And finally, There is now Þ 

no ſuch Order of Men extant in the 
World, to whom that large and ample Þ 


Commiſſion which Chriſt gave only to 
his Apoſtles, does belong: To them it 
« Was he gave the Keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, the Power of Binding and 
Looſing: Them he ſent as his Legates 
and Ambaſſadors to the World, as the 
Father had ſent him: Them he inſtru- 
| ted in, and entruſted with the great 
Affairs of his Kingdom, and to them he 
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miſe, Lo, I am with you alway, even to the 
miſe annexed, but the Apoſtles and their 


Ball that Commiſion falls, and the Pro- 
5 miſe with it; which is abſurd to think, 
and 'tis horrid even to conceive what 
in conſequences would follow. | 
ed, Secondly, It is evident alſo from Scrip 
ture, That the Apoſtles in their own time 


* 
n 


ue did confer upon others the Apoſtolick Power 


and Authority ; which they had never done, 
„if they had thought that the Office was 


id eonfined to their own Perſons, and was 
eto end with their reſpective Lives: They 


Y Funderſtood better the Mind of their 
d [Lord and Maſter, and the Importance of 
his Promiſe, to be with them 70 the end 
of the World, Hence they rightly conclu- 
ded, That they were to commit the Com- 
miſſion given to them, unto the Hands 
of other faithful Perſons, who ſhould in 


G0 898 


> 


r pn © 


| to chuſe one to ſucceed Judas; and by 
the Direction of God, Matthias is recei- 


WE." — 


killed 


made that encouraging and gracioiis Pre =s 
end of the World. Now, who can lay 
Claim to that Commiſſion, or the Pro- 


WSucceſſors? And if they have no Succeſ= _ 
ſors now, that they themſelves are Dead, 


like manner tranſmit it to others in a 
{continual Succeſſion, to the end of the 
World, Accordingly their firſt Work was 


ved into the number of the Apoſtles : 
So when James, the Brother of John, ig 


HO. = + 
killed by Herod, another of that Name 
was Biſhop of | Feruſalem; to whom as 
ſuch, St. Peter notifies his miraculous De- 
liverence. He who preſided in the Coun: 
„dil at Feruſalem, He to whom St. Paul 
. made his Addreſs when he came thither : 
ll ; : — 55 


' 
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to the Galatians, whom he calls an Apo- 
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= mony thereof, they gave them the Right 
ne. „ band of Fellowſhip, and a particular Com- 
1 La 2 9 miſſion to the Gentiles. e 


from among the 2 Paſtors to the 
Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal Order; and en- 


dued with a Power and Authority over 


” 


* 


and he of whom he ſpeaks in the 19th 
Verſe of the firſt Chapter of the EpiſtleÞ 


file, and the Lord's Brother's This Fame 
| ſome will have to be another, than James, 
commonly called the Leß, one of the firſt. 
Twelve Apoſtles; that he was one off 
the Seventy, commonly called James the 
Fuſt, advanced to the Apoſtolate; but] 
however this be, certain it is, That Paul] 
and Barnabas were received into the Apo- 
5 ffolick Office, Paul immediately called 
Aa 25. 16. thereunto by Chriſt at his Converſion. Þ 
= But Barnabas in the ordinary manner, 
when he received that new Name from | 
the Apoſtles, which ſignifies Sen of Conſo- 
lation. Both of them owned afterwards Þ 
by the Apoſtles, James, Peter, and Fobn, 
as their Fellow Apoſtles ; and in Teſti- Þ 


1, a an Ee ky - 


- Beſides theſe we read of others rais'd | 


Chirehes; and theit Paſtors äfld pi 


8 fo w_ the Presbyters and Paſtors there- 
0 

1s Authorized and Inſtructed in all the 
Exerciſe of the E 
mand and Charge hem, the Paſtors) 
that they Preach ſound. Doctrine: I 


| particulaily, that Prayers be offered up 
| Judge Perſons duly qualified for the Sa- 


| and diligent : And, in a Word, he is in- 


WEE 


ters; (under what Deſignation 1 ſhall not ee? 
diff pute, imaſmuch as the thing is evident: 

ly Mader of Fact) for after this maſher, Fi 
Paul actually gave to Timothy ſuch an 
Epiſcopal Power over the Church of Epbe- 


vertue of which Commiſliot he 


Epiſco} 421 Power. To Com- 1. Tim: we 3 


2 ? 
preſcribe Rules for the Publick' Worſhip, " & 


for all in Authority: To examine and 


cred Offices of the Goff I, and to give Chap, 3: 4 
Impoſitions of Hands to, f Ordain — 8 — * | 
bir ſuch'as are found duly ualified ; To ey 
guard diligently againft falſe Doctrines 

and ſeduting Spirits, and put the Brethren 

in mind, and command them that they 

| bg noe heed to ſuch Doctrines and Se- 
ducers: To Judge, Correct and Cefiſure Chap. * 
_ Offenders even Presbyters; after due Ex- Ch. 
amination and Conviction: To encou- 
rage and promote to higher Degrees ſuch | 
| Deacons! of Presbyters as were faithful, 


5: 19. 24 


Chap- 3. 14 
A .. 
ſtructed how in all things to behave him- Ina. 5. 11. 


ſelf, as a good Ruler and Governour in 
the Church committed to his Care and 


In- 


| 


4 | Chap. F. 22. i ſolemn Obteſtatians ; I charge 
| Ul! Chap. 6. 13,70 


: "4 


other. I give. thes 


Þ | 
4 | Ver. 9,10, 1 f. in Order the things that were wanting, and 
dein Elders or Presbyters in every City: 
And, that he ſhould fp the Mouths of the 
unruly who taught : things 'they ought not: 
1 And that he ſhowld rebuke them ſharply that 
= they may be ſound. in the Faith: And that 
= if any after due Admonitions, ſhould con- 
= tinue obſtinate, he ſhould cenſure him 
1] Chap. 3. 10. with Depoſition and Excommunication. 
WW Iheſe are ſuch, evident Proofs of an 
i, | Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal Power conferred 
1 upon one Paſtor over other Paſtors and 


all Men who are not immediately pre- 
judiced againſt the Epiſcopal Order, I will 
not contend, but that in the Exerciſe of 
this Power, they may have taken the Ad- 


Paſt ors in theſe Churches, and concerted 
Affairs with them : and not done things 
in an Arbitrary and deſpotick manner, 


ha 


; « :4 


ee before G od, that thou obſervg theſe things | 


N give thee charge in the fight of God 
aud of Feſas Chriſt, that thou keep this Com- 
= -. _wandnent. Q Timothy, keep that which h 
er. 20. committed ta thy Truſt. The like Power] 
And Authority is conferred on Tus over Þ 
Titus 4. 3, the Churches in Crete. That ke ſhould ſet i 


Teachers, as ought in Reaſon to ſatisfie | 


vice and . Concurrence of the Faithful 


as Calvin obleryes: Yer he oye har 


more Lplead not for. 


only as Paul's Delegates, it weakens not 
the Argument, but rather corroborates 
it, for it ſtill holds that there was in the 
L Apoſtles, a Superior Power and Office, above 
that of Presbyters, which might be con- 
ferred upon and committed to another, 
whether by Delegation, or by Inveſtiture 
and Ordination of the Perſon into the 
Office, to which that Power and Authority 
| belonged, comes all to one. It is to as 
little purpoſe to ſay, that Timothy and 
Titus exerciſed this Power and Authori- 
ty over the Paſtors of Epheſus and Crete, 
as Evangeliſts: for 1. If the Power was 
really Apoſtolical and Epiſcopal, *tis all one 
under whatever deſignation they exerci- 
ſed it; But 24ly, "Tis altogether ground- 
leſs; for we find no ſuch Office of an 
Epangeliſt inſtituted, diſtinct from that 
of Apoſtle, Preskyter, or Deacon, but that it 
was a common deſignation to all who 
were the firſt Planters of the Goſpel a- 
mong Fes, Or Heat hens, which Can- 
not hold in the preſent caſe, for their 
| Commiſion is not only to the unconver- 


inſticured, in the actual Exerciſe of their 


had ſuch 3 Preſidency - over the:Paſtors;- is Calvin's Inſt; ] 
the Roman Conſul had in the Senate, and = Gn 1 


If it be ſaid, That Timothy and Titus acted 


ted Heathens at Epheſus or Crete, but to 
the Churches already ſettled, and Paſtors ——- 


Miniſtry | 


"> 3.x 


4. "i ” 
p | 


Mliniſtry in theſe places over whom they 


by Chrift in his Church, whoſe Office 
was to Superintend Churches and the 
Paſtors thereof, and by their Authority 


rect Abuſes and Corruptions in Paſtor: 


charged Particularly with, any Diſorder 
tive Churches: And commended for 
fuppreſſing and correcting theſe Diſor- 
ders, and Purging their Churches of 


And, Finally, ws cannot entertain the 


and Settle, and Govern his Church in his 


9 
0 * 
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are charged to Exerciſe this Epiſcopal Au- the 
#hbority, as they will anſwer to e Chriſt, Ch 
the Supreme Lord of his Church, ted 
And what hath been hitherto obſerved, | Ct 
makes it to me, very evident, and I think O. 
may make it to any other unprejudic'd the 
Perſon at leaſt highly probable, That the Cl 


"Angels of the Seven Charches of the leſſer an 
Aſia, were Perfons of the Apoſtolical and 


Epiſcopal Order: For ſince there was ſuch C 
an Office of Apoſtles and Biſhops inſtituted as 


to ſettle good Order, to prevent and cor- 
and People: Who elſe could theſe Angel: 
be, but Officers of this higher Order? 
Who therefore are accountable for, and 


or Corruption tolerated in their reſpec- 


Heretical Teachers. 


leaſt Doubt of it in our Minds, but that 
the Holy Apoſtles, to whom our Lord gave 
fpecial Commiſſion and Power, to Plant 


DEF GGG — n 


Name, would be moſt faithful and exact, 


in ſettling that Order, and Inſtituting 


theſe Offices, in all fully conſtituted 


Churches, which their Lord had appoin- 
ted; and would be careful to leave the 
Church at their Death, under the fame 
Order and Government; furniſhed with 
the fame Offices and Miniſters which 
| Chriſt himfelf her Lord, had inſtituted 
and appointed for her Edification. - 

_ Neither can it be conceiv'd, that any 
Chriftian Church could look on herſelf 


as rightly Conſtituted, if any of theſe 


| facred Offices inſtituted by Chrift and 
bis Apoſtles had been wanting. . 


And now, having plainly from uncon- 


teſtible Matters of Fact, Recorded in the 
New Teſtament, repreſented the Order 
and Government, the different Offices and 
Powers inſtituted by Chrift and his Apoſtles, 
in the firſt modeling of the Chriſtian 
Church; I might add for Confirmation 
of all that has been hitherto alledg'd, that 
all the Records we have of the Ancient 
and Primitive Church do harmonionuſly 
atteft, That this Order, and theſe Offices 
inſtituted by Chrift, were inviolably pre- 


ferved for many Ages; and fo poſitive 


are they, as to that prime Office of Apoſtles 
and Biſhops, that they give us particular 


Catalogues of the Biſhops who ſucceeded 


the Apoſtles, in governing the moſt fa- 


mous and principal Churches in the 


World: 


e 
me beyond the Bounds within which L 
propos d to contain my ſelf in my firſt 
Entrance upon this Subject. 92 — 
I I ſhall therefore only give the Teſti- 
mony of Calvin in this Matter, becauſe 


with ſome, than that of the Ancients : 
You will find it in the xſt and 4th Sections 
of the 4th Chapter of his Inſtitutions, 


the Papacy, he ſays to this purpoſe : * It 
© will be uſeful in this Matter, to know 
© and conſider the Form/of the Ancient 
Church, which will repreſent before 
© our Eyes, a certain Image of the Divine 
© Inftitation : Although the Biſhops of 
© thoſe Times, framed many Canons, by 
_ © which they ſeem to ſtrain Things be- 


© alf their Order and Government, ac- 

© cording to the only Rule of God's Word, 
 . © that you may eaſily ſee they had almoſt 

. - © nothing in this Matter diſagreeable to 


c . g « s — 8 
thing might be wanting in their Order, 
yet, becauſe with a ſincere — they 


Aa G 9 


World: But to inſiſt on this, would force 


perhaps his Authority may go further 


where treating of the State of the Church, 
and the Form of its Government before 


© yond what is expreſſed in Holy Writ 


© yet with that Caution did they frame 


© the Word of God. Yea, though ſome- 


endeavour'd to preſerve God's Inſtitu- 


tion, and erred not much from it, it 
will be very profitable, briefly to re- 
PE 2 e 
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Po; What kind of Cuftom they hat 


* As we have ſhown, there is a threefold 
* Miniſtry commended to us in Scrip- 
ture; So whatever Miniſters the ancient 

Church had, it diſtinguiſned them into 
three Orders, Biſhops, Presbyters, and 
>» Deacons. 

, And. 4. 2 That every province had 
among heir Biſhops, one who was an 
* Arch-biſhop, and that in the Council of 
© Nice, Patriarchs were appointed, who 
in Order and Dignity might be ſupe- 
- rior to Arch-biſhops; This was for Pre- 
* ſervation of Diſcipline, that if any 
thing happened in any Church which 

72 could not well be determined by a few, 
it might be referred to a Provincial Sy- 

© nod, and if the Affair were of ſuch 

Importance that it required a greater 

Diſcuſſion, Application was made to 

the Patriarch with the Synods, from 

whom there was no Appeal, but to a 

General Council : The Government thus 

conſtituted, ſome did call an Hierarchy, 

a Name improper (as ſeems to me) 

" ſurely not uſed in Scripture ; for the 

Holy Spirit would provide, that in the 

Matter of Church-Government, None 

might Dream of a Principality or Do- 

minion; but it laying aſide the Name, 
we view the Thing it ſelf, we will find 


. chat the ancient Biſhops had no mind 
to 
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clearing what hath been hitherto obſer- 
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Ito frame any other Form of Church: 
Government, than what was preſcribed 
£ by God in his Word. Thas far Calvin. 
And I would conclude with theſe 
Words, but that T am obliged, for further 


ved, to conſider ſome Paſſages of Scrip- 


ture that are commonly objeaed againſt N; 


what I have advanc'd. 


e e Tin eee the Names 


uſed in Scripture, and therefore they ſig- . 


nifie but one and the ſame Office: It is 
Anfwered by ſome, That this is a great 


Miſtake : And that wherever Biſhops are | 


named, we are to underſtand Biſhops pro- 
perly ſo called, and not Presbyters, which 
they make appear from the Texts brought 
in favour of the Community of Names ; 
for Inſtance, Acts 20.27, 28. They ſay, 
Paul called both Biſhops and Presbyters un- 
to him, and that the Clergy of all the 


Cities thereabout were there; for Paul, 


during his three Years abode in Aſia, 
had Converſed with the Biſhops and Pres- 
bzters' of other Places, than of Epbeſas, 
and: his appealing to their Knowledge, 
proves that they were preſent, ſo that 


What he ſays, ver. 28. was principally 


directed to the Biſbops, and ſecondarily 
and by way of Reflection to the Presby- 


tert. To Titus E · Ver. 55 8 7. it is an- 
3 ſwer'd, 


ee 

wer Pa, That what is there to be found; 
only proves that he ſhould Advance che 
PYebyters under him, and Ordain Biſhops, 
ind Diſpoſe of them unto Cities, fixing 


them to certain Cures ; ſo it follows, for 
s Biſhop muſt be blamelefs, 8&c. There were 


Presbyters before at Crete, and Titus was 


o ordain ſome of them Biſhops : So x Tim. 


3. is to be underſtood of Biſhops properly 


ſo called, that were to be ordained to pre- 
Ide over other Cities, as Timothy did over 
Epbeſzs. Phil, I. x. may be underſtood of 


8 Biſhops of Pbilippi, and other neigh- 
ouring Cities, who were wont to con- 
vene and meet together; or it may mean 
that Paul, and the Biſhops and Deacons 
that were with him, Salute the Saints 
at Philippi. This Anſwer however not 

obvious to every one, yet clearly ſhews 

how uncertain that alledged Identity of 

Names is. 

But though we ſhould not look upon 
this Anſwer as abſolutely concluſive, but 
grant an Identity of Names; yet it will 
not follow, that there was an Identity of 
Offices; for Names are common in Scrip- 


ture, where Offices are acknowledged to 


be diſtinct. Thus Hebrews the 3d and the 5 
Iſt, Chriſt is called an Apoſtle; and x 


Per. 2, 25. he is called a Biſhop ; Peter and 
Ve and F oh. ors are frequendly called: 


Tf * « 


2 
* 
2 4 


SY 


x Per. 5 5. x: | i 
Jobn call themſelves Presbyters; and the on n. Ep a. z. 8 


r. 3. 5. 
2 Cor. 3. 6. 
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Deacons. Now it cannot from thence bs 
argued, that the Apoſtles and Presbytery 
ce was one and the ſame with the 
Deacons : The Name of the Genus is uſu- 


ally given to the Species: The Superior 
Office including the Inferior, all Apoſtles 


were Presbyters and Deacons, though not 


vice versa: Therefore the Identity of 
Offices is not to be argued from the Iden- 


tity of Names: for according to the Pres- 
byterians themſelves, the Name Presbyter 
is common to the Paſtor, and Ruling 


Elder, yet the Offices are vaſtly diſtin&. 


But, Secondly, ſeveral Texts are addu- 


_ ced, in which tis alledged, That Parity 
among Church-Offices is peremtorily com- 


manded ; ſuch as Matth. 20. 26. The Lords 


ef the Gentiles, &c. and the parallel places, 


Luke 9. 47, 48. Luke 22. 24. 1 Pet. 5. 3. 


To which 'tis anſwered in general, That 


theſe Scriptures cannot by any juſt Rules 
of Interpretation be underſtood as con- 


demning a Diſparity among Goſpel Mi- 
niſters, nor a Superiority of one Order 
ahove another; nor a more eminent 
Power and Authority in ſome to Govern i 
the Church above others; nor all Ju- 


riſdiction of one Goſpel Office above 
others, but only that, which is exerciſed 


with imperious Bitterneſs and Domina- 
tion; nor are they interpreted to any 
ſuch purpoſe by any Judictous Perſon of 
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be 


ers 


charged; yet the Paſtors Power and Aut ho- ! 


Es op, ( 57) | 
either Perſwaſion : So that it is not Fair? 
honeſt, or ingenuous Dealing, in any to 
make uſe of theſe Texts, as condemning 
Imparity among Goſpel Officers, in order 
to amuſe the Populace and Simpler Sort, 
who are oft-times ſoon taken with the 
Sound of Words, without conſidering the 
true Senſe and Importance of them. 
But to anſwer this Objection more 
particularly, I/, That only is forbidden 


| Goſpel-miniſters, which was practiſed by 
the Lords of the Gentiles, that is, Secular 


Dominion and Authority ; and it was 
certain, it was this that the Diſciples had 
in their View, when they contended who 
ſhould be greateſt; for they were migh- 
ily poſſeſſed with the Fewiſh Opinion, 
that Chriſt's Kingdom was to be a Tem- 


| poral Kingdom ; and it is this miſtake 


that Chriſt removes. 


| 2dly, That Dominion which the Lords 
of the Gentiles exerciſed, Was not One OVer 


another, but over their Subjects, ſo that 


if it take away all Power of one above 
another, it will deſtroy the Power of Mi- 
niſters over their Flocks: Now, though 


Lording over God's Heritage is expreſly diſ- 


commanded to obey them: It would alſo 
deſtroy the Power of Synods and Presby- 


Pet. 3. 2 
rity over them, is expreſly aſſerted, where Keb. 3.7.75 | 


they are called Rulers, and the People 


Ea 


7 gun ale Mioiſters rule overMiniſters: 
34h, There are in St. Luke, ſome Ex- 
preſfions, which plainly imply a Supe- 
_ Fioricy or Eminency of Power, in ſome 
qver others, when it is ſaid, He that 1 
greateſt among jou: And when Chriſt pro- 
poſes his own Example in what he there 
enjoyns them, ſaying, I am among you as 
one that miniſtreth; yet none will doubt 
he was their Lord and Superior, ſo that 
the command of Miniſtring takes not 
away the Superiority and Power. 
- 4#bly, It cannot be thought that our 
| Qiu condemned a Diſparity among 
Goſpel Miniſters, when it is ſo evident 
that he actually inſtituted Miniſters of dif- 
ferent Offices and Degrees, firſt Apoſtles, then 
0 others of a Second Order; and his 
Apoſtles inſtituted a Third Order of 
Deacons, who tis certain was Inferior to 
Efexbyrers, as theſe were to the Apoſtles. 
_ 5#hlp, If our Lord had deſigned to for- 
bid all Diſparity or Subordination among 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel ; tis like, he 
would rather have ſtated the Oppoſition 
between them and the Miniſters of Reli- 
gion under the Moſaick Difpenſation, 


79 and not the Lords of the Gentiles. 


But Thirdly, whereas that Paſſage i in 
a the iſt of 7; mothy, the, 4th Chapter, and 
 x4th Verſe, is brought to prove, That 
Presbyters. have a Right or Power 2 or- 
ed / ain 


| I ordained thee a Presbyter, be not i 


"of ; 
(59 J 7) 


| d.wat wats. =, Toe) r 
dain Presbyters, and other Goſpel Mini? 


ſters: It is anſwered, That place proves no 


ſuch Thing. For S. Jerome, a zealous Aſ- 


ſerter of the Rights of Presbyters, acknow- 


ledges that Ordination belongs, if not _ 
ſolely, yet chiefly to Biſhops. And both 


Ancients and Modern, and among theſe, 


| Calvin, underſtand Presbyter in the afore- 


ſaid Place, not of the Conſeſſus or Collegium 


| Presbyterorum, the Aſſembly or Conſiſtory 
of Presbyters ; but of the Munus or Office 
it ſelf, or the Ordination of the Office of 

| a Presbyter; ſo that the Laying on of 


the Hands of the Presbyter ſignifies no 


more than when he was ordained a Pres- 
| byter ; as if St. Paul had ſaid, Take heed 


that the Grace conferred: on thee, when 


vain : Thus Calvin interprets that place ; 


have reſpe& to theſe extraordinary Gifts 


| Conferred by the Laying on of the Hands 


of the Apoſtles in the Ordination of Paſtors, 


to which the Aſſiſtance and Concurrence 


of others was not neceſſary. 


But granting that Presbytery is to be 


underſtood of the meeting of Presbyters, 


yet it will not prove that they had full 


Power and Authority toOrdain; for here, 


at the moſt they did but concur and aſ- 
ſiſt in the Ordination of Timothy, as is 
1 4 1 8 = evident 


: Gals Lede. | 
- . . | 1 : = 0 C . | 
| and what confirms this Gloſs, is the Seck. 18.0% 
Kariſma, or Gift ſpoken of, ſeems to finem. | 
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evident from 2 Tim. 1. 6. where the Apoſtle 
calling him to ſtir up that Gift, ſays, that it was 
conferred on him by laying on of Hands,” Certain 
it is, that Apoſtles did Ordain without the Con- 
currence of Presbyters ; but I read not that ever 


waePresbyters ordain'd without an Apoſtle or Bi- 


ſhop; and in an Adtion of that Nature and Im- 


portance, it may at leaſt be a juſt ground of 


Doubt and Scruple, that there is no Warrant or 
Precedent to be found for it in. Scripture, with- 
out which I know not how any can be fully per- 
ſwaded in his own mind. How far an abſolute 


neceſſity may alter the caſe according to the 
common Axiom, That many things may be lawful 


for a Senate when they have vo King, that are not 
when there 3s one, I ſhall not determine. 


CONCLUSION. 


A N D now having finiſhed what I deſign'd 


at preſent, that is, having demonſtrated 


from the Scripture's Account of theſe Matters, 


what was at firſt ſettled in it, and having thence 


deduc'd what is at preſent the true Form of Go- 


vernment in the Church of Chriſt : I ſhall only 


add, by way of Concluſion, a ſhort Expoſtulation, 


In the Spirit of Meekneſs and Love; and calmly 
_ enquire, What is the Ground of all that Noiſe 
and Clamour, Hatred and Prejudice, raiſed a- 
gainſt them who are of the Principles, as to the 
Point of Church Government, which are here 

" gperted? *** ES 
Tis evident we own Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
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Head, King, and Lawgiver to his Church, wis 


hath Power and Authority to ſettle and efſtablifh 


'Order and Government therein, and to infti- 
\ tute and appoint what Offices, and in what 


manner he pleaſes, in his Spiritual Kingdom. 
We are fully perſwaded, that He, who is of 


Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath diſpoſed all 
Affairs relating to the Government of his 


Church, in the moſt excellent method, in the 
way and manner that tends moſt for the Peace 
and Unity, Order and Security, Edification and 
Salvation of his Church and People. | 


{ We find, plainly and expreſly, Three diſtin& 
Offices inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; #7 
one Prime and Chief, the Tꝛvelve Apoſtles; and 
| two Subordinate, the Seventy Diſciples, and Seven 
| Deacons: Theſe Three Orders of Goſpel- Mini- 


ſters are unqueſtionably of Divine Inſtitution and 
Appointment. And we cannot find in all the 


| New Teſtament, that any of them was Extraordi- 


nary and Temporary; no, not the leaſt Inſinuation 
to move us to think, that after a ſhort time any 


of them was to ceaſe. On the contrary, we 


have the ſame Evidence for their perpetual Du- 
ration, that we have for their firſt Inſtitution. 
And now let any impartially Judge, who do 


moſt truly affert Chriſt's Kingly Office, and the |} 
Prerogatives of his Crown? They who plead  ; 
for his Inſtitution, and cloſely adhere thereunto, 


and to the Offices which he hath appointed in 

his Church; or they, who make bold wich his 

Inſtitution; to abrogate the prime Office he in- 
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of ufe ; and that only upon a falſe and ground- 
leſs Suppoſicion, that it was Extraordinary and 
Temporary. The falſeneſs of which. I have al- 
ready ſhewed under my Third Head, and ſhall 
now repreſent briefly of what a dangerous con- 
ſequence it is to Religion, to alledge that any 


I of the Offices inſtituted by Chriſt, were Extra- 


ordinary and Temporary, appointed only to ſerve 
the Infancy and Firſt Conſtitution of the Church, 
hut not to continue in it when once conſtituted. 
This! makes the Rule and Standard of our Reli- 
gion uncertain and unfixed, and opens a Gap 
to all Errors: At this rate, and upon the ſame 
pretence, Qua lers, and others, caſt off the Goſpel 
gnſtitutions, of Holy Orders, Baptiſm and the Lords 
Supper, 8c. for, ſay they, theſe were only Tem- 
porary Ordinances; but now all the Lord's People 


ere Holy, they are all Prophets, the Manifeſtation 


of the Spirit, which is given unto all, hath out 
i dated all theſe Rudimentary Elements. 
If any, thus principled, could but gain ſuch 
an aſcendant over the Fopulace, as to inſpire them 
with this Notion, and thereby . ae them as 
much againſt the Order of Presbyters, as they have 
been againſt that of Biſhops ; What ſhould then 


decome of Order in the Church, or any Goſpel 


-> Ordinance ?. God forbid ! Thar any ſuch wild 
Caprice ſhould ever ſeize on Chriſtian People ; 


but 1 make the Suppoſition to repreſent thereby 


the dangerous Conſequence of that Principle, 
That [ome of Chriſt's In(titutions were but Temporary: 
For it may be improved a as much, and on as good 

ground, 
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, againſt the Office of a Presbyter, yea, againſt the {” 


of a Byhop ; and there may come ſuch an unhappy Jun. 


ture, when one as well as another, and all as well as 


one, may thus, come to be thought e For alas, 

if the Truth may be told, tis greatly to be feared, that 
not only the Office of Biſhops, but of all Paſtors, yea, all 
the Sacred Inſtitutions of Chriſt, are become intolerable unto 
too many Carnal Libertines, who want but a favourable 
Opportunity to vent their minds, and ſay, Come, let us 


break their Bonds aſunder, and caſt away their Cords from us. 


How will they be able to anſwer God, or their own 
Conſciences for it? Who have ſolemnly combined toge- 
ther to ruin and overthrow that Order, ſettled by Chriſt _ 
in his Church, and have left no Stone unturned, in their 
reſtleſs Endeavours, to bring the Sacred Offices of Biſhops, 
and Paſtor's Miniſtring under their Inſpection and Govern. 
ment, into perpetual Contempts; and having Tr 
ſet themſelves to oppoſe and fruſtrate all their Goſpel Ad- 
miniſtrations ; and not only to alienate the Minds of poor 
ſimple People from their Lawful Governours and Paſtors, but 
wit Noiſe and Clamour, and bitter InveQives, to in- 
ſpire them with the higheſt Rage and Fury to commit 
the moſt horrid Outrages on their Sacred Perſons, as 
good Service done to God; and all upon no other Ac. © 
count, but their firm adherence unto the Inſtitution of 


Teſus Chriſt. 


Father forgive them, they know not what they do: Lord lay 
not thu Sin to their charge, but mercifully open their eyes, that 
they may ſee the evil of their ways, and may be converted to the 
Way of Truth and Godlmeſs, Peace and Charity, Unity and Or- 
der, and Eternally Saved : Through Feſw Chriſt our Lord. 
Now unto GOD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be 
Glory Evyerlaſting, Auen. . 
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